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Risk Benefits – in RED

	Significant Hazard
	Description of Risk
	Existing Risk Control measures
	Low /Medium/High
	Recommended ‘risk control measures
	Low/Medium/High

	Accessing Site
Allows a safe environment for the children but also means that you can let them do a safety sweep knowing that any real harm is lowered. 
	Lone working, slip, trip, fall
Mobile phone signal
	Grid reference, name details on emergency bag
Mobile signal checked
	L
	Tell someone where you are & what time you should be back
Check mobile signal use walkie talkies if necessary
	L

	Walk to Forest School Site on First Day
Talk about the weather, what day it is, what they can see, hear, smell
	Slip/trip/fall

	All children & adults must be behind forest school leader
No running
	L
	Monitor slippiness of bank depending on weather.
Close Adult supervision
Awareness talks
Walk around slippy grass bank
	L

	Exploring Site
Navigating uneven surfaces, be aware of where they are walking, be aware of others around them 
	Slips, Trips & Falls
Uneven ground
Eye level branches
	Unfamiliar location – walk around boundary assessing risks/hazards with children
Safety sweep
	L
	Monitor site
Awareness talks
Remove eye level branches from paths
	L

	Collecting Natural Materials
How to safely handle objects, observe low hanging branches, peripheral vision, how to carry sticks correctly
	Trip/fall
   Head, limb injury
	Make Children & Adults Aware
	L
	Monitor Sites
Awareness talks
	L

	Bug Hunting: Collecting bugs
Educate on anything poisonous at forest school, they can take this knowledge away with them outside of school and pass on to friends and family. 
	Slip, Trip, fall 
Eating fungi or poisonous berries
	No picking No licking Rule
Make Children aware
	L
	Monitor Sites
Awareness talks
	L

	Games like Camouflage
Respect of the rules
Awareness of moving through undergrowth at different speeds
	Lost children
Slip, Trips & Falls

	FS Rules
	L
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
	
	L

	Make dead hedges
Natural habitats of fauna at forest school

	Poking stick in face
Scratching hand on stick
Falling over on stick
	Adults will supervise 
Make Children aware of the risks of sticks in eyes and scratching hand in safety talk
Safety talk about how to carry sticks safely.
	L
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
Awareness Safety Talks
	
	L

	Natural Shelters
Practice Knots and life skills, talk about history, designs, sizes, camouflage, 
	Slips, Trips & Falls
Uneven ground
Eye level branches
Falling branches (head injury, limb injury)
	Adults will supervise 
Make Children aware of the risks of sticks in eyes and scratching hand in safety talk
Safety talk about how to carry sticks safely.
Talk about strength of sticks used and support of structures. Teach the correct tying of knots
	M
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
Awareness Safety Talks
	M

	Carry the wounded soldier
Practice Knots and life
Understanding design, physics
Practical life skills in event of needing stretcher transport
	Slips, Trips & Falls
Uneven ground
Eye level branches when collecting wood
Dropping the child they’re carrying
Splinters from holding wood and slipping
	Adults will supervise 
Make Children aware of the risks of splinters and risk to child being carried.
Discuss design and strengths of different types of wood.
	M
	Supervision, checking of knots and lashings.
Suggestions of alternative designs
	L

	Erection of tarpaulin
Practice Knots and life skills
Understanding basic physics: tension, counterbalance etc
	Tripping over guide ropes.
Adults & children walking into guide ropes at head height.
Tarpaulin catching wind and uprooting fixtures
	All loose guide ropes tied out of children’s way & adults warned verbally about guide ropes at head height
	L
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
Awareness Safety Talks.
Tarpaulin erected and dismantled by Forest School Leader. Children may help take tarpaulin down with adult supervision
	L

	Swinging/Climbing on low branches of trees
Improving gross motor skills, core strength and balance
	Banging head
Falling off & bumping head or limb injury
	Supervision by adults and forest school leader
Check branches for deadwood and safety
Revise height rules (nothing above adult’s shoulder)
	H
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
Awareness Safety Talks.
Remove any dead/unsafe branches
	M

	Ant nests / other insects
Respect for nature in their natural habitat
	Stings/bites
	Remind children to look but don’t touch
	M
	Show children the mounds and talk about what they are and how we should treat them
	L

	Building/cooking with fire 
Respect for fire and safety surrounding it. What does a fire need to ignite and burn?
How to cook safely using an open flame. What colours can they see, smells, what can they hear? Can they feel anything?
	Burns directly from fire
Burns from hot food
Marshmallow stick on fire waving around / poking other children
Ignition of leaf litter
	Leader constructs and controls fire
Check for dangly clothing etc
Full sweep of area before lighting, ensure jerry can of water
Children may help an adult when instructed

All children to remain seated
around fire, outside a marked area at least 1.5-2m from fire.

Only adults will approach the fire unless children specifically invited to
Nothing shall be thrown into the
Fire.

	H
	Children not to use tools but can help with the design of the fire surround
Make adults aware children cannot use tools
Awareness talks
Monitor surround
Children count to 20 before eating marsh mellow to allow time for it to cool down

	M

	Whittling with potato Peelers
Improving gross motor skills, this can help with handwriting in the classroom. Respect for sharp objects 
	Cut to hands or leg
Injury from blade
	Designated tool area marked out on ground (no tools go outside the tool area)
1:2 Adult/child ratio
Supervised by FS Leader at all times & tools given out and handed back to FS Leader.
Children shown how to whittle safely with potato peelers by FS Leader

	M
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
Awareness Safety Talks.
Monitor children’s ability to whittle

	M

	Using Bow saw
Respect for tools, life skills, rotator cuff muscles improved, stability 
	Cut to hand/arm
	Only to be used within a roped off tool area. Use saw horse & wear gloves
Adult child ratio 1:1
	H
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
Awareness Safety Talks.
Monitor children’s ability to saw

	M

	Mallet Making
Respect for tools, fine and gross motor movement, Creating using natural materials
	Sharp edges on billhook
Force during swing with branch (risk to adult and child)

	Clear area, use only within tool area
1:1 ratio with child doing the swinging and not holding billhook.
Area should be flat and use log section for stability
	H
	Supervision from staff, FS leader and adults
Awareness Safety Talks.
Monitor children’s ability to wing accurately when commanded

	M



