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e Constant access to clean, fresh drinking water.

e Food

e Outside — grass and additional food in winter.

e Inside — hay or silage (grass pickled in its own
juice) and sometimes additional solid food, which
ranges from cereal-based concentrates to sugar
beet pulp or bulky things such as brewers' grains.
(Optional: show pupils some hay in a sealed
bag - to prevent dust allergies).

Somewhere to live
e Indoors — a solid area with fresh, dry bedding (e.g. straw) for the
cows to lie down and reduce the risk of discomfort and injuries.
(Optional: show pupils some straw in a sealed bag - to prevent
dust allergies).
e Outdoors — a field offering good grazing and natural shelter.

Space
e Cows are large animals and they need enough space to move
around and lie down.

Company of their own kind
e Cows naturally live in herds rather than on their own.

e To be healthy
e Herds need to be routinely checked over by a vet at least twice
a year, in addition to times when any cows require veterinary attention.
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Teachers’ notes – Dairy cows
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Teachers’ notes – Hens
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Constant access to clean, fresh drinking water.

Food - fo satisfy their nutritional needs.

Insoluble grit — to aid digestion.

Somewhere to live
Hens need a suitable environment to carry out natural behaviours, including
somewhere appropriate for them to carry out nesting behaviours and to lay
their eggs. Hens also like to scratch and dustbathe together, and need enough
suitable litter fo do this.
Ideally, they should be keptin a barn or other appropriate hen house,
which may have access to an outside ranging area through ‘pop-holes’.
These homes must:

e have enough nest boxes for the number of birds

e have comfortable flooring

e be draught-free

e have access to plenty of good-quality, dry, clean litter

e have perches to allow the birds to perch and roost at night.
If the birds have access to an outside ranging area, natural and/or artificial
shade or shelter must be provided fo encourage the birds out and to protect
them from adverse weather and overhead predators.

e Space
Laying hens must have enough space fo move around, exercise, move away
from others and express natural behaviours such as feather ruffling, wing
flapping, stretching, foraging and dustbathing.

e Company of their own kind
e Hens naturally live in flocks.
e There is no legal maximum flock size for hens, but RSPCA welfare
standards state a maximum of 16,000 birds in free-range flocks and up o
32,000 when kept in barn systems. These birds must be further separated
info colonies of 4,000 birds.

e To be healthy
e Flocks must be inspected at least three times a day to ensure that any
sick or injured birds are identified quickly.
e A vef must routinely visit the farm in addifion to times when any birds
require veterinary attention.




Teachers’ notes – RSPCA Assured
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