	[image: image1.jpg]The gulls

1. One cold winter's day, the whole school was in the playground having morning
break. Suddenly, a gull swooped down and took a crisp out of the hand of a Year
4 pupil who was frightened by this.

Who or what is responsible for the incident?

Gull - food attracts hungry gulls, which, after being fed by people, will
sometimes take food out of their hands.

Pupils - food and litter left by humans attracts wild creatures looking for food to
survive. The gulls have learned that food is often left in the playground.

2. Later that week, the headteacher complained in assembly that there were too
many crisp packets in the playground.

Who or what is responsible for this?

Pupils — snacks eaten by the pupils create litter.

3. A few hours later, the caretaker complained fo the headteacher about the bird
mess being walked into school from the playground.

Who or what is responsible for this?

Pupils - the bird mess is a health hazard and they should wipe their feet as they
enter the building.

Wild birds — the mess is a direct result of the food.

4. One windy day, some Year 5 pupils noticed that the pile of crisp bags in the
playground had increased. As they watched through the window, they observed
gulls picking bags out of the litter bin and eating the crumbs. The bags then blew
around the playground. The gulls left droppings in the area, which pupils walked
info school.

Who or what is responsible and what action could be taken?
Gulls — when the birds search for food, they take litter out of the bins.

Wind - the wind blows the litter and gives the impression that the children have
thrown it on the ground rather than put it in the bin.

Litter bin — the design of the bin allows the litter to be taken out too easily.
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Teachers’ notes – A responsible citizen (1)
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Teachers’ notes – A responsible citizen (2)
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e to encourage children in their class not to bring crisps to school

o to make a poster to share information and give advice about the gulls.
As aresult, the litter problem was noticeably reduced. They decided to fake their
ideas to the school council.

Who or what is responsible for this?
Class — the children in the class take responsibility and decide on action.

Class representative on the school council — the democratic process allows
the class’s views fo be brought fo the attention of the whole schoal.

4. The school council agreed with the Year 5 class and intfroduced a ‘no crisps in
school’ campaign. They asked the school governors to provide ‘hooded’ litter bins
fo reduce the litter problem. They asked the school wildlife club o research gull
welfare and to report back to them. Has their action made a positive difference to
the school environment, without endangering the welfare of the gulls?

Whose continued responsibility is this?
School council - takes responsibility to help solve the problem:s.

School governors — the governors should support the school council's idea for
‘hooded'’ litter bins (funds may be needed).

Wildlife club - the club monitors the gulls’ welfare.

School council - the council should monitor and review the situation and reflect
on how the pupils’ actions make a difference fo the school environment,
without endangering the gulls’ welfare.





Worksheet – A responsible citizen
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