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Denham, Hanwell Lock Flight, Brentford, Brent
Reservoir, Little Venice, Camden Locks, King's Cross,
Old Ford Lock & Bow Wharf, Limehouse Basin, Islington
City Road Basin, West India Docks, Three Mill & Queen,
Elizabeth Olympic Park, Harlow, Bishops Stortford



Are you looking for inspiring places to visit with the
family? Then look no further than your local canal or river.
This guide features a selection of our best waterside
places to visit in London — whatever the weather! Each
location includes a map, suggestions of fun-packed
activities you can do and useful information on where to
park, places to eat, toilets and boat trips.
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Not far from the
M40 and urban
life is Denham
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a country walk.
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A little bit of history

With a fall of almost 3.5 metres (11 feet), Denham
Deep Lock holds the record for the deepest lock on
the Grand Union Canal. Just above it is an aqueduct

carrying the canal over Fray’s River, an artificial
loop in the River Colne, originally created to supply
waterpower to six flourmills.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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Allow 1-2 hours
for this visit

* Don't forget:

Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

Did you know?.. before setting out.

Coots have a white spot on
the front of their head and
moorhens have a bright red
beak tipped with yellow, and
a white stripe on their side.
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to discover lots of fun things to
do with the family.
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/) Hanwell Lock Flight

The Grand Union Canal
was once a busy industrial
Three Bridges waterway connecting London
(Windmill Bridge) with the Midlands. Today,

7\ Hanwell Locks is a great place
for a country walk.
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A little bit of history
Framed by motorways, railways and busy London
suburbs, Hanwell Lock Flight is an escape to the

» country. The six locks are well-used by boats so there's
a good chance to see them in operation. And the good
wide towpath makes a great cycle ride as the canal
descends towards the Thames.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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before setting out.

Did you know?...

Our lock gates are handbuilt

by skilled carpenters in

our workshops in the West
Midlands and Yorkshire, from
FSC Green Oak. Each one is
unique and can take up to a
month to make. Once built
they last for about 25 years.
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Discover
Brentford Gauging Lock

Brentford Gauging Lock was once one of
the busiest places on The Grand Union
Canal. Today, Brentford Lock is a great
place for a walk, cycle or jog.
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A little bit of history

Brentford Gauging Lock is so-called because here,
the toll keeper checked how much cargo boats were

» carrying. He used a gauging rod to measure how high
the boat sat out of the water and calculate the amount
of cargo carried. From that, he could work out the toll

to be paid to use the canal.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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Did you know?...

It's best to feed ducks tasty
check with local businesses
before setting out.

treats like:

- porridge oats

- rice

- peas

- chopped lettuce

- birdseed
Whilst they will gobble up white

bread, crisps and chips its junk
food for you and ducks!
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Little adventures
on your d.oorsf:ep

Discover
Brent Reservoir

Surrounded by buildings and
fast roads, Brent Reservoir is
an oasis of water, greenery S
and calm. It's a just the place !g Sl
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A little bit of history

What to Spot
Explore the waterside together.
How many of these can you spot?

D

bridge or ‘OCk

A duck quacking

= WUAck
QuAck!

[]

The names of
two boats

An interesting
stone or brick

Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk
to discover lots of fun things to

do with the family.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Brent Reservoir was built to supply water to the
Paddington Arm of the Grand Union Canal. Popularly
known as the Welsh Harp after the Old Welsh Harp
Tavern which stood on the Edgware Road until the
1970s, it's now an important breeding ground for birds

250 species of birds have been recorded there.
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* Don’t forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

before setting out.
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Discover
Little Venice

Although not far from fast
roads and Paddington
Station, Little Venice is

an oasis of tranquillity.

It's thought to have been
so-named by the poet,
Robert Browning.
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A little bit of history
Little Venice is located where the Regent’s Canal joins
the Grand Union Canal at Paddington. It once formed
part of a vital trading route connecting the Midlands to
the River Thames. Today it is famous for some of the
finest early Victorian houses in London with gardens

than run down to the canal.
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Discover
Camden Locks

Camden Locks, once a grimy part of
Dingwalls Building Regent’s Canal, has been regenerated
Camden Market & into one of London’s liveliest areas. It's

food stalls S @ Bl a good place to watch boats — and
for people watching too!
\
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A little bit of history
Wharves and warehouses once surrounded Camden
Locks. Close by were stables and farriers for the horses

> that towed the boats in the early days of canals. Some
old canal buildings are still there, but today they house
pubs, clubs and one of London’s most popular craft
markets.

Best of all
ks FREE!™
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* Don'’t forget:
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of a narrowboat?
before setting out.
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© Canal & River Trust Charity no. 1146792
02/18



Canal &

River Trust
Making life better by water

Discover King's Cross

\ Sandwiched between King's
Cross and St Pancras railway
stations is the Regent’s Canal.
It's an unexpected oasis of calm
and peace amid the hectic
pace of long distance rail travel.
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A little bit of history

King's Cross is undergoing massive redevelopment.

It's a place where two ages of transport meet with
canal boats chugging quietly alongside the Eurostar.
Alongside old canal buildings given a 21st century
makeover, you can still find stop gates and walk along
the towpath where horses pulling boats, once plodded.
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A little bit of history

Old Ford Lock is where the Regent’s Canal meets the
Hertford Union Canal. The lock and Bow Wharf are

» reminders of how these canals were once a link in the
chain between the Port of London and the north. Today,
regeneration means this area is a great place for family
walks, bike rides and for spotting wildlife.

Best of all
\ LS FREE!™
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A little bit of history

From 1820 until it closed to commercial traffic in 1969,

Limehouse Basin was the interchange between the
sea and canals. Coal was delivered from the North of
England and timber from Norway and Finland. Ice from
Scandinavia was supplied to butchers, fishmongers and
ice-cream makers in King's Cross.

Q- Best of all
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Did you know?...
Coots have a white spot on
the front of their head and
moorhens have a bright red
beak tipped with yellow, and
a white stripe on their side.
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Discover
Islington City Road Basin

Ten years ago City Road Basin was
almost derelict. Now being regenerated
with canal side houses, businesses and a
landscaped park, it's a great place for a
walk, cycle or jog.




A little bit of history

Built in 1819, City Road Basin was built to serve the
City of London, less than a mile away. Originally it

» was surrounded by wharves for off-loading coal, flour,
timber and building materials and privately owned. Now
it's open to the public for the first time in its history,
and is the base for the Islington Boat Club.

Best of all
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West India Docks were the first
purpose-built docks to be built

in London. Closed in 1980, the

old docks were regenerated as
Canary Wharf, the capital’s hi-tech
business area.
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A little bit of history

West India Docks were built in 1802. Here, for nearly
200 years, ships unloaded rum, sugar and coffee from
the Caribbean. Cargo was loaded into warehouses,

transferred on to barges and delivered all over the
country via the canal system.

Best of all
ks FREE!™*
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A little bit of history

House Mill is a tidal mill on the River Lea. It trapped
water at high tide to turn the water wheels on the ebb.

> The river played its part in the construction of the
Olympic Park too, when huge barges used it to carry
materials and refuse to and from the site.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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Winding its way through Harlow, the River
Stort Navigation was once a thriving
commercial route for barges carrying
grain to Bishop's Stortford. Today, it's a
great route for country walks.
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A little bit of history

The River Stort Navigation is the canalised section
of the River Stort, made to provide better transport
for the malt trade to Bishop's Stortford. The return

journey was made with ‘dirty’ cargo — mainly malt-dust
and manure. Today, the towpath forms part of several
scenic long-distance walks.

Best of all

/\\\\\\\\\\\Q\\\\
Z
% (]
Z Five thlngs to d 7
Z ©at Hary Z :
Z ow Z Information
Z O Stop b Z Burnt Mill Lane
Z Y Moorhen p,, ~ Harlow CM20 2QS
Z rightly- INa anq | Z
Z Y-painteq OOk out f Z
Z [ narrow p or Z
2 alk to Parndon Mill Oats anqg Cruisers 2 E Parking
? mill, anq check Il once the site of 2 g8 Toilets
? Walk : Out the Modern anold floyr 7 ‘
Z or bike along th SCulptures, Z b Pub
Z Woodlang € towpath th Z
Z LJ Feed the d rough beautify g = Picnic
u Z
é L Watch b oks and SWwans é & Boat trips
Z Oats Z :
é chat to bogs pass through Burnt M| g — Day hire
g e Il Lock and g .e. Path
% Z
% Z
200000 Z Allow 1-2 hours
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ \'é for this visit
A
* Don't forget:

Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

before setting out.

Did you know?...

Our lock gates are handbuilt

by skilled carpenters in

our workshops in the West
Midlands and Yorkshire, from
FSC Green Oak. Each one is
unique and can take up to a
month to make. Once built
they last for about 25 years.
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LQLSW_Q Centre [ Bishop's Stortford, the
Stort Navigation was
once the main route for
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to the malt mills. Today,
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A little bit of history

The Stort Navigation is the canalised section of the
River Stort, made to provide better transport for the

> malt trade in Bishop’s Stortford. The return journey was
made with ‘dirty’ cargo — mainly malt-dust and manure.
Today, the towpath forms part of several scenic long-

distance walks.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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For more inspiring places
to visit look out for our
other guides.
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A place to walk, somewhere to feed the
ducks or a place to simply be. Life by
water is relaxing, friendly and healthy,
it makes a difference to how we feel.

At Canal & River Trust we believe life
is better by water. We care for these
waterways so they exist for you to
enjoy, for free, every day.

Discover, explore, enjoy.

T. 0303 040 4040
¥ @CanalRiverTrust
f /canalrivertrust

& /canalrivertrust
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